
Communal Garden
 Safety

What are communal gardens 
and outdoor areas?

Please ensure you are: 

Your safety is our priority at MSV 
Housing. Please read this information 
to understand your role in helping us 
maintain safe, accessible communal 
gardens and outdoor areas. 

Communal gardens are outdoor spaces 
within residential blocks, schemes and 
houses, designed for use and enjoyment by 
all residents. Within these spaces there are 
often shelters, canopies, porches and bin 
stores which are shared by residents.

Storing items safely: Residents should not 
store personal or unwanted items in communal 
gardens or outdoor spaces, 
however items such as garden 
furniture and children’s toys 
(none lithium battery operated) 
are permitted.

Storage of chemicals, aerosols, gas canisters, 
wood, fuel cans, paint, petrol operated tools, 
household furniture and general waste is strictly 
prohibited in communal gardens and outdoor 
areas.

Bin stores: Should only ever be used to safely 
store waste in the correct bins with the lids 
closed - no loose piles of combustibles or waste 
such as cardboard boxes or bin bags.

Smoking: Prohibited in communal gardens to 
reduce fire hazards and to maintain a clean and 
healthy environment for all residents. Please use 
designated smoking areas.

Important safety information

Gas patio heaters: Gas patio heaters and 
decorative garden candles are prohibited in 
communal gardens.

Gardening: Residents are not 
permitted to make changes 
to communal gardens without 
permission.

Paths and walkways: Must always be kept clear.

Structures and sheds: Residents are not 
permitted to erect structures or sheds in 
communal gardens.

Shelters/ canopies/ porches: Must remain clear 
at all times, it is not permitted to store any 
personal items in these areas.

This guidance should be read in conjunction 
with our Outdoor Safety Poster


